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1 CHRONICLES, xii CHAP. 33 VERSE. 


AND or THE CHILDREN oF ISSACHAR, WHICH WERE p 


MEN THAT HAD UNDERSTANDING oF THE TIMES, 


T0 KNOW WHAT ISRAEL OUGHT. 10 bo. 


MY BRETHREN, 


| „ FE Joregt that papistical notion Aus ; 
Christians ought to be ignorant of _ 
the history of their own times, 95 


"ind of what passes around them, whether i in 
Y the religious or political world. We think 
| religion and civil polity 80 intimately con- 
nevted; that we cannot perform aright the 
duties of the one, without a tolerable know= 
ledge of the other. For instance, it 15 our 
duty to pray for our King, Magistrates, &c. 


BE - ATTY but 


"4+ 
but how is this to be done with the Spirit and 
with the understanding also, unless we know # 

xv? their general characters and prevailing mo- 3x 
- V' tives ?---lt is our duty to pray for our na- 
tion; but how can we do it as we ought, if 
we have no accurate views of its internal 
and external situation Once more: it is 
our duty to give thanks for national bles- 
sings, but how is this possible, if we cannot 

| distinguish between real, and imaginary or 


y reported blessings? ; 
, B ESI DES, do not the passions, the schemes, 9 
| the changes and revolutions of states and 1 
q kingdoms, in the hands of Jesus Christ, 
al subserve the designs of his grace? And if we | 
p are incapable of discerning their general ten- 

H dency, shall we not be in danger of « opposing : 


him, with whom we profess to be co- work 
2 ers? Since the christian religion has been | 
incorporated with the different States, where 
It obtained general reception, statesmen have I 
found it a tool, applicable to all their pur= 
poses; and hence it has assumed a thousand | 
5 various shapes, according to the different 4 
; complexions of the politics of the day, Who bk 
n not $00, from this single observation, 3 
13 the neccssity of imitating the example | in the i 
text 3 


1 


text of having understanding of the times, 70 
know what Israel ought to do? Without this, 
we shall be the disciples of statesmen, not 

of Jesus Christ; and our conduct will be, in 


many instances, as inconsistent as that of the 
clergy 1 in Italy, who one month prayed that 


God might extirpate the French, represent- 


ing them as a race of the vilest miscreants--- 


children of the devil, and enemies of all 


righteousness; and the next, sang te deum 
for the deliverance of Italy, by the French, 
from Germanic oppression; styling them the 


| Guardians of their holy religion, „ 


Ou text refers to the coronation of David, 


king of Israel. The men of issachar under- 


stood public affairs, the temper of the nation, 


and the tendencies of the present events: — 


from their observation and experience, they 5 


learned their own and others duty and inte- 
rest. In this critical juncture, they knew 
Israel bought to make David king : it was 
not only expedient, but necessary; the pre- 


sent posture of affairs called for it. This 


testimony reflects the highest honor upon 


them: the ey acted worthy the character of ci- 
tizens, and of israclites. For a disposition 


the reverse of this, our Lord reprehended 
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attention to the most striking aspects of the 
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the Jews of his day, i the most severe 
terms. Te 0 is it, that ye do 
wot discern this time? Yea, and why even of | 4 
yourselves judge ye not what is right? Lale 
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xii. 56, 57. We therefore hope our conduet 


will admit of excuse to-day, while we endea- ] 
vour to stir you up to emulate the example 
of the children of issachar, by calling your 


present times---and considering what influ- 1 
ence they should have upon e e God 3 
sanctify the subject! Amen. ES 1 

I. IN considering the signs of the times, ® 


we shall wave many which naturally offer 
themselves to our observation, lest we should 9 
excite passions unworthy of the house of 
God, and expose ourselves to disagreeable 
imputations. We ought also to EIT e 


the exhortation of our Lord, to all his fol- 


lowers :--- Seek first the kingdom of God and 1 


tis righteousness ; and as we have not time 


enough allowed for this exercise, to embrace 


every object which belongs to this head, Wwe 
Should U Select those that are most interesting 1 
to us, in a religious point of view, and which- Y 
most concern us as followers of him u bose 
Aachen is not of this world, Ve therefore 


confine 3 


4 5 
re ; confine our reflections to the indignation of 
1; the Lord against sin——the diminution of 
of $ Antichrist---the increasing union of the dif- 
ke ferent denominations of real Christians the 
ct attempts towards, and actual extension of muy, 
a- the gospel. 
le 1. LET us ; reflect 3 moment on the FER 9 
Ir 4 indignation ogainst Sin, o manifest at the 
0 3 present period. The jewish legislator, the 
8 more deeply to impress the minds of the 
d 3 children of Israel with the tremendous judg- 
ments. of God which would inevitably over- | 


take them, if they should violate his cove- 
nant and rebel against him, represents the 


d fact, the Spectators, and the reasons, in the 
r following truly affecting manner: -The fact. = 
* ca, he plagues of that land, and the Sicknesses : 
ö  wohich the Lord hath laid upon it ; the whole 
1. 4 land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, 
mY w that it is not SOWN, ner beareth, nor any grass 

| groweth therein, like the overthrow. of Sodom, 
and Gomorrah, Admab, and Zeboim, which the 
Lord everthrew in his anger and in his wrath, 
* The spectators-=-The generation 70 come of 
RY 00 your. children that Shall rise up after you, aud 
the stranger that shall come from a far land 
even all nations ball say, wherefure bath the 


B 3 | Lord 
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( 6 . 
Tord done thus unto this land? What meaneth 
the heat of this great anger ?..-The reasons 


Because they have fors1hen the covenant of the 

Lord God of therr fathers---and Served other . | 
Gods, and wor Shi pp them-=-the anger of | the 
Lord was kindied agains this land, to bring 


upon it ail the cures written iu this book. ——— 
Deut. xxix. 2227. Should we turn our 


eyes over the nations of the carth at this junc- 
ture, and benolding the desolations thereof, 
ſay, whence these dire catastrophies? W hence 
this confused noise of the warrior, and these 
garments rolled i in blood? Whence this barren- 
ness of these once fertile plains, and thesc 
villages waste without inhabitant? Whence 
this general devastation ?---this pillaging of - 


towns, burning of cities, and depopulation 


of vast districts ? What meaneth this lamen- 
tation, mourning and woe, which cvery 
where presents itself ?--abroad the Sword be- 
 reaveth, and at home it is as death 1--- The 
answer is at hand. Pecan se they have fursaken 


the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers. 


Hebel, the Lora cometh 9200 of his place, ib 
Fun sh the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
guilty. Because of their pride and vanity, 


their Perfidy and oppression, their idlencss 


and 


1 


3 


and debauchery, their hypocrisy and super- 
stition, their prophanity and infidelity---the | 
: lingering anger of the righteous governor of 
the universe is roused, and he is inflicting 5 
upon them all those curses which are de- : 
nounced in the bible against incorrigible = 


Sinners. O brethren, come, let us see the 


desolations which the Lord hath made in the 


earth ! Let us hear the rod, and him who hath © 


appointed it! Let us, while we behold his 


judgments abroad 1 in the earth, dread his In: 


Signation against sin, and learn righteous- 
ness! 


25 Le r us contemplate the diminution of 


Anticbriat. We mean him of whom St. Paul. - 
speaks, in the i 11. chap. of his secon d epistle 


to the Thessalonians. Read that chapter, 
my brethren, at your leisure; and consider 
how exactly that prophetic description agrees 


to the Pope of Rome. About eleven hun- 
dred years after Christ, this usurper arrived 


at the lofty summit of universal domination 
in the European churches, and the most 
enormous power over sovereign states. Whom 


He would he slew, and whom he would he kept 
alive, and whom he would be raised up, and 


whom he would be pat don. With its head, | 
B. 4 6 
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Tord done thus unto this land? What meaneth . 
the heat of this great anger? -The reasons--- 
Because they have for gaben the covenant of the 
Lord God of their fathers---and_ Served other 
Gods , and wor shipped them the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against this land, to bring 
pon it all the CUTSES written in this book. === 
Deut. xxix. 22-27. Should we turn our 
eyes over the nations of the earth at this junc- 
ture, and beholding the desolations thereof, 
ſay, whence these dire catastrophies: ? Whence 
this confused noise of t! e warrior, and these 
garments rolled in bloc? Whence this barren- 
ness of these once fertile plains, and these 
villages waste without inhabitant? Whence 
this general devas tation ?---this pillaging of 
towns, burning of cities, and depopulation 
of vast districts? What meaneth this lamen- 
tation, mourning and woe, which every 
where presents itself ?---obroad the sword be- 
reaveth, and at home it is as death -The 


answer is at hand. Pecanse they have forsaken 


the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers. 


and 


. Behold, the Lora cometh 0 of bis place, to. F 
RE prnish the inhabitants of the earth for their i ini- f 
Juity. ---Because of their pride and vanity, 
_ their perfidy and oppression, their idleness | 
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745 and debauchery, their hypocrisy and super- 
stition, their prophanity and infidelity---the 
he lingering anger of the righteous governor of 
„ the universe is roused, and he is inflicting 
ho upon them all those curses which are de- 
TY $ nounced in the bible against incorrigible 
--  F sinners. O brethren, come, let us see the 
desolations which the Lord hath made in the 
7 earth! Let us hear the rod, and him who hath 
f, A appointed it! Let us, while we behold his 
e judgments abroad in the earth, dread his in- 
se dignation against sin, and learn righteous- 
ness! 8 = 
2. LeT us contemplate the diminution of 
3 Antichrist. We mean him of whom St. Paul 
of | Speaks, in the ii. chap. of his second epistle 
to the Thessalonians, Read that chapter, £ 

my brethren, at your leisure; and consider 
bow exactly that prophetic description agrees 
to the Pope of Rome. About eleven hun- 

I dred years after Christ, this usurper arrived 

1 at the lofty summit of universal domination 
. F in the European churches, and the most 
70 L enormous power over 80vereign States. Whom 
die would he Slew, and whom he would he kept 
, alive, and whom he would be raised up, and 
383 whom he Would he put dron,--- With its head, 
: B 4 e we 


8. 


we connect that monstrous mass of error and 
abomination called the Roman- Catholic Re- 
ligion: which substitutes falshood for truth, 


unmeaning ceremony for spiritual worship, 
superstition for rational piety, bodily auste- 
rity for the blood of Christ, and cruelty for 
zeal.---Between two and three hundred years 
ago, the glorious sun of the reformation arose 
on the benighted church, and began to dis- 


pel the darkness of popery in many parts of 


Europe; whose beams, though sometimes 
obscured by intervening clouds, still dis- 


ta 


one another !” Methinks, 1 they have re- 


mark od any t thing in us, for some centuries 
5 ast, it has been our hatred of cach other. 
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play increasing lustre.--- The revolution and 7 
victories of France, have contributed not 
A little towards diminishing the power and 
hastening the total en of that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 
The words of Christ upon another occasion, 
may be applied to the Hierarchy of Rome; 
1 Pote hast a name that thou livest, and art dead, 5 
Lr us view the increasing union of 
8 = (hristians. Long, alas too Dos. have 
heath ens disused that ancient proverbial ex- 
Clamation, See how. these Christians love 
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The bible is the only rule of our faith and 
practice.---Ten men of different nations, ca- 
pacities, and modes of education, sit down 


to study it from a a sincere desire Of being 


made wise unto salvation. They all 8 


after the most minute investigation, in two 
points: viz. that it is a revelation from God; "= 


and that its doctrines command faith, its 
precepts obedience, its threatenings fear, and 

its promises confidence. Yet by a necesvity 
of nature they differ, | in a thousand trivial cir- 
cumstances.---One thinks he ought to pray 
in an erect posture ; another thinks he ought 
to address God on his knees; and a third 
thinks the most becoming posture is that of 
prostration. Again, one thinks that Jesus 


died to redeem a part of the fallen sons of 
Adam, whom he calls elect; a second thinks 


he died for all who will avail themselves " 
his merits on this side the grave; and a 
third thinks he died to reconcile all things to 
himself, devils not ex ccepted. * Would it not 
be wonderful to see one of these men arro- 
gate to himself, exclusively, truth, grace, | 


* The author w rishes to be made re in this place, not as 


pleading the cause of indi{. crency and scepticism, but a as cen- 


suring intoler ance and pers ecution. es 


virtue 
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0 virtue a right to preach and publish his 


sentiments, and to treat his brethren as he- 


retics, and as unworthy not only of his con- 
fidence and good offices; a place in the 
christian church, and the benefits of citizen-. 
ship; but even life in any shape? And 
which of these shall become judge? Does 
the Arminian claim a right to interpret the 
scriptures, according to the light and ability 
God has given him, and to worship the 
Deity in the way he judges most agreeable 
to his revealed will? And has not the univer- 
salist an equal right to do likewise? And 
| why not the Calvinist be allowed the same 
privilege ? Who made thee, Arminian, thee 
Calvinist, to differ from thy brethren ? Who 
authorized thee to judge, condemn, and per- 
secute thy brethren? 
My brethren, unreasonable, absurd, wick- 
ed as such a mode of conduct appears in ei- 
ther of these men, (0 humiliating thought 1) 
it is not matter of speculation, but of fact. 
1 the pride, the arrogance, the envy, hatred, 
; malice, bitterness, and reciprocal spirit a 
persecution, which has influenced the leading | 
men of. different denominations ; and hoon 
too generally unbibed by their respective | 


tollowers 
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followers! Their mouths have sent forth 
wormwood, and their pens have been dipt 
in gall.---We Said a spirit of persecuticn has 
characterized the contending parties, We 
repeat the assertion. Every attempt to black- 
en the character, diminish the popularity, 
impede the usefulness, detract from the me- 
rit, or abridge the privileges of our opponent, 
manifests a measure of that spirit which dis- 
tends the rock, erects the gibbet, and builds 
the holy pile to burn the heretic !---But, 
blessed be God, we can congratulate. the 
present age on happier days. Christians 
begin to be aware that the genuine character- 5 
stic of their religion is love, and that hea- 
ven born temper gloriously revives. Mutual 
toleration, with reciprocal affection and be- 

| nevolence, are the order of the day; and 
christianity is once more recognized by the 
godlike spirit which distinguished its divine 
author. The pulpit no longer resounds 
with scurrility, invective, and slander ; the 
press no longer teems with fire-brands, arrows 
and death. This day is an important scrip- 
ture fulfilled before our eyes, which is thus 
elegantly versified by one of our celebrated 


Poets. 
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O rifted rocks, the dragon's late abodes, 
The green reed trembles, and the bulrush nods, 
Waste and valleys, once perplex'd with * 
The spi'ry fir, and shapely box adorn; 


Jo leafless shrubs the flow'ring palms succeed, 
And od'rous myrtle to the noisome weed. 
The lambs with wolves shall graze the verdant mead, 


And boys in flow'ry bands the tyger lead ; 
The steer and lion at one crib sball West, 
And harmless serpents lick the pilgrim's feet. 


---If any should say these are visionary spe- 
culations, we refer them to the transactions 
of the missionary society in london. We beg 
they will observe who compose that society; 
==-behold! the episcopalian and the presby- 
terian, the independant and the methodist;-- 
| forgetful of their former distinctions ; ; having 
throw down the partition walls of bigotry, 
broken the shackles of party attachments, 
and trampled on that contracted spirit of 
selfishness, $0 long the cause of animosities 
: and contentions ; --- behold as the heart of one 
man, they combine their various talents and 
influence, not to convulse the church and dis- 
gust them that are without, but with a view to 
advance the glory of Christ, in the salvation 
; and happiness of their fellow sinners, from the 


ring of the sun to the going down tbereof. The 


burden ot their addresses to heaven 1 is, let the 


whole 
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_ nobole earth be filled with bis ag! Amen and 


I amen.---Glory be to God, this transcendent 


. 


have set us an example; and the Lord has 
disposed us to follow their steps. We are no 


452% 


not in all respects synonymous. No: the 


saved even as they. . 


5 of. reflections : . mean the attempts towar 1 
And actual extension of the gospel --Christians, 
reflect a moment on the Impartance of the 
_ gospel. You know by experience, what the 
apostle means, when he says the gospel is 


tha” 


| blessing is not confined to thoſe who are 
: members of, or immediately concerned in the 
missionary society and its pursuits. They 


longer desirous of forbiding a man that casts 
out devils in the name of Jesus, because be 
follewerh not us: rather, by whomsoever Christ 
7s preached, we therein reoice, yea, and ue 
ill rejoice, We are no longer inclined to 
think the salvation of Jesus with eternal glory 
= confined to the handful of people with whom 
we worship, nor forward to burl the thun- 
derbolts of divine vengeance round upon our 
- neighbours, because their creeds and ours are 


highest of our claims is, we trust that mn 5 
> the grace of the Lord Jecus | Cbriot we Shall be 


4. BuT we have anticipated the last class 
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the power of a: unto alvation.---Consider 
the deplorable state of the world while de- 
stitute of the gospel. The dreadful portrait 
of a part, depicted by the infallible hand of 
Paul, Rom. i. 21,---32, is too just a resem- 
blance of the whole. ---contemplate the vast 
| regions of the globe which are yet unevange- 
lized, and the advanced period of the chris- 
tian æra, in which you live; and let your 
souls rise indignant at the idea of what Chris- 
tians have been employed in for eighteen 
hundred years! O think of----! we sup- 
press the degrading reflections which would 
follow, and pray God to remember mercy 
towards his people in the midst of deserved 
judgements, for the happiness, the salvation, 
the eternal salvation of myriads which we 
have sacrificed to our petty disputes !!---we 
wish you to enlarge on these hints in your 
own meditation. We drop them merely to 
0 prepare you to view the marked, the 
triumphant philanthropy of this age, with 
becoming emotions. 5 5 
VW shall say nothing of the exertions of 
5 that body of Christians with whom we have 
the honor to be immediately connected by all 
the bonds of christian gratitude, estimation, 
e and 


þ „„ 
1 and preference; ; we should be chargeable 
with vanity were we to give you a true re- 
J presentation of their successes throughout 
these kingdoms---in the West Indies---in 
Africa, and America. Were we to say they 

t 4 had been the happy instruments of convert- 
=_ ing hundreds of thousands from the error of 
their ways, within the short space of fifty 
3 years, we should not only be thought vain, 
but strongly suspected of exaggeration. We 
therefore cave you to derive information on 
this subject, from other sources, and pass on, 
to notice the labours and prospects of our 
•„ brethren of other denominations. 1 
1 Tax limits of our discourse (for I am un- 
der an engagement to conclude when the 
= clock strikes seven) the limits of our dis- 
5 Course I say, will not admit of more than 
Tf 3s general observations.---With heartfelt plca- | 
sure we mention the Baptist-association my 
=—_ this county,“ for sending men. of God, 
into the dark villages of a large district, to 
show poor sinners the way of salvation. 
- 7 They have sent forth one, already ; who. is 
now employed, I believe, in turning them from : 
1 darkness to light, and fro the power of Satan 

1 unto God. We wish him success in the name 
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of the Lord, and Sincerely pray the Lord of 


the harvest to Send forth more such labou- 


rers into. his vineyard.---Nor must we forget 


to inform you, that similar associations are 


forming, for similar purposes, in other parts 


of the kingdom, by that pious and respect- 
able class of ministers, called Independents. 
God grant they may find men to send upon 
so important an embassy, who can say in the 
language of our poet, *The love of Christ 
doth us constrain, to seek the wandering souls 
of men. -The number of the advocates for 
vital religion in the establishment begins to 
assume a degree of consequence, in the ob- 
servation of every unprejudiced lover of 
Christ and his kingdom. We are by no 
means friendly to what 1 is called the establish- 
ment of religion; be that religion the parti- 


cular creed 5 whatsoever church it may, 


: Should a proposition be made to us, of ma- 
king that system of doctrines nd morals 
| Eh Engaves our warmest attatchment tlie 
established religion, we would exclaim against 0 
the aitempt, "7 irrational, unscriptural, im- 
: practicabl., impossible.“ But must we there- 
re une hristian all who adhere to what I 


tele d che national- religion? God forbid ! 


Wee 
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FF we believe thousands who are warmly at- 
= I tatched to the establichment, in this nation, 
+ to be the true followers of jesus Christ; and 
-E 4 we rejoice to find an increasing number of ne - 
ministers, heartily adopting the sentiments of 


"2,800 

2 

1 

5 of; 
* be 
—_— 

a> 


__ c 
3 pry - . n 
£5 — Ry = * A 3 3 * 7 
#7 PT 
r 8 3 Fs oe 
My , 


ny: 
2 
PRs oe 1 


one of their brethren upon a similar occasion: 
4 A wake! my dormant zeal for ever flame 
c With gen *rous ardour for immortal Souls; 
& And may my head, and tongue, and heart, and all, 


p42 


« Spend and be spent in service so divine 


st The Lord enable them thus to prove that 
ls they are his ministers, Wo gave himself for us 


70 redeem Us from all iniquity But my bre- 


to thren, when we consider the missionary So- 
b- ciety in London, and those formed upon 
of similar principles, in america, &c. when 
no we consider the extent of their resources, 


h-.. = and the magnitude of the'r objects, we can- 


ti-⸗- not help feeling something of what Simeon 
y. 1 felt when he saw the Saviour of the vorld 
a— brought into the temple, and exclaimed, Lord, 
als *F now lettest thou thy by Servant Gepart 2 Peace, ac- 
: 1 cording. 70 th y word : for Mine eyes have seen 
9 thy calvation. We cannot help say in g to the 
. 8 people of this age, blessed are Four eyes fer 5 
, they See, and your ears for they hear, many. 
18 1 prophets and. Wise men have desired to see the 
= things which ye gee and have not Seen them, and 
10 
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Amen! 
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08s of years ago. What the apostle says 
of 
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to bear the things which you hear and have not 


heard them. May the Lord continue to pour 
out this benevolent missionary spirit upon 
all his churches, until they have preached 
the gospel to all na tions and filled the World 


with righteousness, peace, and joy in the 22008 


 Ghost 


II. We have glanced at some of the signs 


of the present time, which most interest 
us as christians. Let us now spend a few 
moments in considering what i; frucnce they | 
ould have upon us -=="I'ime flics: ve must 3 
therefore confine ourselves to the following 6 
hints. 


our oY in he er ＋ the criptures, 
There cannot be a stronger proof of the 
truth of revelation than the accomplishment 7 


of 1 its predictions delivered hundreds of years 


before the events take place.---We beg leave 


to call your attention to a few of the many 


prophecies which relate to the subjects of | 
our present meditations. -The judgments 1 


of God against sin, which have from time 
to time devastated the world, were clearly 
represented and foretold hundreds and thou- 


1. 


ars 


e 3 
f the prosperity of fools sball deitroy them---i he 
'Y wicked ball be filled with misc hief---It Shall be 8 
ill with the wicked--- He sball not be unpunisbed 


ats 
me 


ays 


( is þ 


of the punishments of the israclites may 


with equal propriety be said of all the sig- 


nal displays of the Wrath of God recorded in 
the historical parts of the Scriptures : Now 
all these things happened unto 7155 for ensam- 
ples : and they are written for our admonition, 
hin whom the ends of the worid are come. The 
conduct of the Lord towards tne first nations 
and people of the earth, who were irreclaim- 
able transgressors of his la w, is only a kind 


of prophetic picture of what he would do to 


his implacable enemies to the end of time. 
He moreover foretells, in the most explicit 


a terms, the fate of individuals and communi- - 
ties who, rejecting every call to repentance, 
and neglecting every opportunity of averting 


his displeasure, will perscvere in acts of i 


daring rebellion against their Maker, Bene- 


factor, Preserver, and Redeemer. In this 
light we read the following passages: The 
turning away of the simple ball slay them, and 


The kings of the earth Set themsefves, and 
the rulers take council together, against the 


as Lord and against his auinted, Saying, let us 


C 2 break 


6 
break their hands acunder, and cot away their 
cords from us--- He t! 41 Siltelh 1 in the heavens 
Shall laugh : the Lord sha hav e them in deri- 
sion J hen shall he Speak unto them in bi 75 


wrath, and ver them in his gore diopltasure— 


At ⁊obat instant 1 Hall Speak concerning a na- 
tion, and concerning a kingdom, to build and 


to plant it: rf it do ev il in my sight, that it do 
not obey my voice, then I rei repent of hs 


good wherewith T ſaid I 00 benefit tl em. — 
These few passages, com pared with the 
events now before our eyes, oug ht to con- 


vince us of this truth, oll ser iprure 7s given. 
by inspiration of that God, WO Knows. all 


| things from the beginning. 


The rise and fall of the man of sin, or r the 


5 pope of rome and popery, were predicted : 
with all possible precision, above seventeen 


hundred years ago by! St. Paul, and by Daniel 
above two 0 ad years ago. Give me 


leave to introduce a passage from Dr. New- N 
ton's incomparable „Dissertations on the 
Prophecies :” „ work, which I wish every 


minister of the gospel had in his library, 


and i in his head -a work which i is above all 
. praise,--- The man of sin, says that excellent 

uriter, is the same arbitrary and wicked power 
= 2 


5 5 
that is described by Daniel under the charac- 
ters of the little Horn and the mighty king. In 


5 St. Paul lie is revealed, when the roman 
empire is thor out ef the way; and in Daniel 

. 1 the roman empire is first broken into 
4 4 several kingdoms, 455 he cometh up among 
2 * then. In St. Paul be cpposeth ; and in Daniel 
2 EF ho doeth acer ding to bis will, and weareth 


- FF out the gains of the Most High. In St. 
Paul he exalreth hi mie, /f ab:ve all thot is called 
| God or that is wors Dipped, Showtng himself that 


"HR 


n > de is God; and in Daniel be exalteth himself 


* 


1 and magniſteth bi: nge, above every god, and 
if Peuberb marvellous 1911 "s against the God of 
e 1 gods, In St. Paul he is the law!ess one; ; and 
d off 11 Daniel he changeth times and laws, In St. 
n 1 Paul his coming 1s "407; 0 all de cervableness of” 
unrigliteousness; and in Daniel he practiseth 
le and prop ereth and throuzh his policy causeth 
9 1 craft to prosper in bis haz - According to St. 
Paul the Lord shall concume him with the Spirit 
9 of his mouth, and Sha!l destray him with the 
y, I | brightness of bis ene ; and according to 
ll Daniel a fe, y Stream Shall issue and come forth | 
from the judge, and bis body shall be given 


nt Fi 
© 3 to the burning Hai ne, aud they shall take eway 


| bis dominion, 40 consuuie, and 70 destroy it to the 
C — 5 end 


„ 
end. -Vou know, my brethren, Who answers 


to these characters. You have scen him rise 
and you sce him fallin 3. The Lord is destroy- 


ing him with the Sirit of his mouth, with the 
Spirit of reason and religion, which he is 
breathing upon the too long deluded world. 


We wait for the total overthrow of hat great 
city Babylon, when it Hall be founa no more at 
all. God grant we may Soon be called upon 


to join the celential legions in singing galbation 7 
and glory and honor aud praer unt9 the Lord JM 
our God---for le bath judged the great whore © 


which did corrupt the earth with ber fornication, 
aud hath SO the blood of bis Servants at her 


bande conclude this article i in the lan- | , 


guage f two great and good men: « It 


appears next to impossible, that any man 
should duly consider these prophecies, and 
the exact completion of them; and if he is 
a believer, not be conſirmed in the faith ; 3 


or if he is an infidel, not be converted.” 


& But, alas ! alas | | intidels are more cada 
than devils, and harder to be convinced of ( 


5 the truth. Men cut- sin devils and yet they 
arc at the same time the most resolute be- 


lievers in the world ; or they are resolved I 


to believe the vilest lies and the grosse st 
falschoods, 
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tions.” 


1 


fals*hoods, i in spite of all the evidence of 
God's 
eyes. 


truth, set in a vivid light before their 
"Bat, my frie ends, let us believe, ad- 


mire, and adore: let us love the truth, and 


rejoice in it; let us not only rejoice, but 


glory in the truth: and whilst we feel its 
COnvincing _ taste its inexpressible 
sweetnes 
beauty, 


3, and sce its perfect and attractive 
et us 10 down at the throne of the 
most high God, and adore his lovely perfec- 


2 A survey of the wrath of Cod revealed | 


from heaven agaiust the ungodliness and un- 


rigbteousness ef men, s! should awaken us 10 See 


| the evil and danger «of Sin, and 7nduce us to cease 
T0 do evil and learn to ds well. 
improvement the Lord expects we should 
make whilst others feel the heat of this great 3 


This is the 


anger. 


Thus speaks the prophet, when thy 


"Judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants . 
the world will learn 7179 ghrecueness.—-Sin i is not 
only the reproach, bug also the destruction . 
any pecple. 
mities of surrounding nations we may con- 
template the fate which awaits us, if we do 
not break off our sins by repentance- ce to 
be jountain opened for gin and uncleanness, and 


In the recent complicated cala- 


Cc 35 wash 


( 24 ) 


owath away our Sins, calling upon the name of e 
tte Lord. It is true the Lord is Ion g- Suffering = 10 5 
5 1⁰ us-ward : but let us take care that we do uf 
not de pi. e he riches UE his grodness and ferbear- "== W-: 
once and lo 1g-wiſering, and aſter the hardness V 
and impenitency of our hearts ticasure up. unto. _ of 
ourselves wrath against the day of wrath, and . 
revelation of the righteous judy ment of God. — 
Evil pursueth STRKCT'S, says the wise man. Ves, w 
my brethren, if we continue in sin; if we | o 
refuse to hear the various and repeated calls 0. 

and warnings of God; if we do not believe in || w 
the Lord Jesus Christ, with our hearts unto || wv 
5  rightcousn ess, though the Lord s hould delay 80 


Hoy our punishment, and. We See good and not evil 
ll the Gays of our life, we know evil will 
purcue us in the eternal world: pursue us 
. regions of sorrow, doleful shades, 

: where peace. and rest can never dwell, 


hope never comes that comes to all; but i 
torture without end still urges, and a ficry 2 
deluge, fed with cver-burning sulphur! uncon- 1 
sumed. Hear the apostle. The Lerd Jesus 1 
= ball be revealed from heaven With his mighty , 
£ angels, in flii ui i g fire, takings vengauce an them | _ 


th "at know 705 Cid, on obey not the g%5pel of = 
e Lord *; Fefus (Christ: who halt be Punisbed 
8 with carb dest clio, ” on the pre gence 


1 ol 
of the Lord, and from the glory of bis prover, 
35 My fchow-sinners, we have evidence 
upon evidence of God's gracious disposition 
_ tow ards them that seek him through his Son. 
We have this day, in the union of chiistians 
of different denominations, a New pr oof of bis: 
readiness to hear them that call upon him in 
| truth,” Ye spirits of the just made perfect, 
Who while you were members of the churca 
on earth, spent your lives in mourning over 


our unhapp 7 divisions, and praying for peace; 


were you on ce more to favour our assemblies 
with your presence, with what energy of 
soul would you join us in singing, 5 
„Love hath bigotry destroy'd, 
„„ Render'd all diSEiuctions BR 


« Names, and seets, and parties fall, 
-6C-E hou, O Christ, art all in all! y- 
0 let us cultivate this spirit of love and 
conciliation. "LET A difference of 5 gentiment 
no more induce us to dispence witn the auties 


of benevolct ace and social intercourse, While 


we agree in loving Jesus Christ, and promo- 
ting che interests of his kingdom upon earth, 


| — 


let us endeavour to combine our in! Auence : 


| against the common enemy---Sin ; and among 
oursclves, with regard to a chousand inferior 


matters 


«1 


= matters of opinion, cc agree to differ bn 
silder, brethren, the absurdity, the wickedness, 


the mischievous tendency of our disputes and 


quarrels. Hear the exultation of the great 


apostle of the modern infidels,“ as he has 
been called z the shameful quarrels of di- 
vided christians, have done more mischief 
under religious pretences, made more bad 


blood, and shed more human blood, than 
all the political contentions, which have laid 


waste france and germany, under the pre. 


tence of maintaining the balance of europe.“ 
And shall we (to. use the language 3 
good man now in glory) and shall we still 


make good his argument by our ridiculous 
quarrels? Shall we help him to make the 


World believe, that the gospel i is an apple of 


discord, thrown among men, to make them 


3 dispute with an acrimony and an obstinacy, 
which have few precedents among men of 
the most corrupt and detestable religions in 


the world ? Shall we continue to point the 
dagger with which that keen author stabs 
7 christianity | ? Shall we furnish him with new 
nails to crucify Christ afresh 1 in the sight of 


- al europe; or shall we continue to clinch 
those, with which he has already done the. | 


| direful deed? God forbid ! By the grace of 
. God 


, è E . ]“ 


———— '' all. -: 0 
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God we will _ off this odious reproach. 
We will convince the world that the religion 
of Jesus i is calculated to fill us with Boe of 
mercies, hindness, humtleness of mind, and long- 


snffering. We will associate with the pious. 
of all denominations ; we will profit by their 


conversation and writings ; We will not be 
ashamed to call them brethren ; we will have ; 
fellowshi p one with another, and demonstrate 
to every one who shall witness our Conversa- 
tion, that our God, our Saviour, our religion, 
and our hearts are love: for however ortho- E 


dox our notions, however strong our faith, 
| however rational and scriptural our modes of 
: worship; ; if we have not this 1 image of God, 


: this love, the apostic assures us chat 1 in God 8 
account we are nothing. 


— Givc of peace and unity, 
Send down thy mild, pacitic dove: 
we all shall then in one agree, 
And breath the spitit of thy love. 


We all shall think and speak the same 
Delightful lesson of thy grace; 
5 One undivided Christ proclaim, 


And zointly glory i in thy praise. : 


; So Shall the world believe and know, 
TI hat God hath sent thee from above; * 
” When thou are Seen in us below, 


Ae N Soul diopiays thy love,” 


4. The 


8 


4 28:}- 


4. The circumstances of me present day 


should rouse 1 from our Stupineness, and draw 
. forth our most active exertions in the work of the 


Tora. Ihe world lieh in avichedness== it 1s. 
almost eightcen hundred years since Jesus 


: Christ g gave the command to his disciples, to 


/- preach the b to every creature, and evan- 


gelize all! nations -our brethren of every per- 


suasion are awakened from the common le- 
tharg Sy- the y see the fields a0 unt harvest, 
and are loudly calling upon us to dend them 
assistance in saving Souls from death, | Can 
we refuse so rea :onable a request? £ Perhaps 
| we shall sa) we have it not in our power to 
help them; but let us not too hastily | con- 
clude that this specious plea for indolence : 


and la! kewarmness will be satisfactory to zca- 


lous christians, to our Lord and Saviour, or 
to our consciences, another day. The busi- 
ness of ki! ing Jesus requires haste, emphati- 
cally, at this season. What was deemed zeal 
In former ages, will be justly styled indiffer- 4 
ence to-day. Our labours ; 11 the Lord' $ vine- 
yard, at this period, must as much exceed our 


usual efforts, as the exertions of the husband- 


man in autumn surpass the common toil of the 
year. True: we may not have it in our 
n 


669 
power to embark N > on a mission to 
distant regions; but have we not a number 
of people in our on town, in our own vil- 
lage, who are without pope and without God : 
in the world ? And have we not power to 
warn them to flee from the wrath to come 5 
True: we may not have the power of 
learning 2; but have we not the power of plain 
sense, the power of the scriptures, and the 
power of the F oly Ghost? and are not these 
qualifications sufficient to teach plain men the 
plain way to heaven True: : We may not | 
have the power of eloquence ; ; but have we . 
not the power of ordering our conversation 
aright? And is not this the most effectual 
method of inducing others to glorify our 
Father who is in heaven? True: we may have oy 
no money to contribute toward this arduous f 
work; not even. 7700 mites ; but have we not 
3 power with God in prayer? And is not this : 
one way of furthering the grand design? My 
brethren, let us cast off our Sloth, together : 
whos our vain attempts to excuse or extenuate 
it. 1 bigh time lo awake out of Sleep. Let 
us 1 in his place, and according to his 
ability, endeavour to give energy to the glo- 
rious dcsign of universal cvangelization. 
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Wbich among us 14 80 ; puiltnjaious as Fo 

to wish for some of the honor and reward 

of turning the warld from dumb idols to serve 
the living God, and to wait for his Sen from | 
benden? 0 let our hearts adopt, and our con- 
duct express the sentiment of the following 65 
5 lines: 5 


aj FE. "Wa universal Lord, 

Let heav'n and earth adore: 55 
1 O send thy glorious en word „„ 1 
From shore to shore! —— 


May all men taste 383 see, CGD 5 7 Y p. 
| Thy goodness, truth, and love; - 


7, That all on earth way worshi bY thee | 
Like those above! 5 


| If there. be any an wien in eite OY any 6 
e of love, if any Jellruuship of the Pirit, 2 
if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye the joy of 3 
every friend of peace and loving zeal: Belike- | 
minded, having the. game love, being of one 
 acourd, of one mina, submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God; and praying always 
diy bing ccni come] yea, come, Lord Fetus, come 
* «quickly l To Him, with the Father, and 
and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed vs a 
dle Fates „ 
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